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Nongovernmental Projects

The Rare Breeds Survival Trust (REST) in the United Kingdom is
one of the best known of the nongovernment-funded organizations
in the field of rare breed preservation. It is a privately funded and
managed national charitable organization established in 1973 to en-
sure both the survival of rare farm breeds that are part of Britain's
agricultural heritage and a pool of genetic variation for future live-
stock breeders (Alderson, 1985,1986,1990b). It has about 8,500 members,
1,000 of whom are active in owning and breeding small groups of
animals of rare breeds. Support comes entirely from private contri-
butions and corporate grants.

The REST is an umbrella organization offering networking ser-
vices to coordinate the voluntary activities of breeders of rare breeds,

Farm parks act as educational visitor centers while conserving rare breeds.
Here visitors at the Cotswold Farm Park admire a Whitefaced Woodland
sheep, an endangered breed in Great Britain that produces fine wool. This
breed was developed by King George III in the 1790s by crossing local moun-
tain sheep with Merino sheep. Credit: Philip Harvey, Cotswold Farm Park.